Basingstoke Badminton League Minutes July 18th 2023
Attendance
Aldermaston – David Lowe
Alresford – Apologies, not entering this year
Andover – Sara Greenland
Basing Smashers – Kennan G, Manuj Pavan
Beechdown – Andrea Jefferies, Sam Hamilton, Cath Perkins, Sandra Smith
BH Pegasus – Max Le Hen, Rebecca Butterfield
Challengers – Jay Veettil
Hurst – Stephen Lambe
Oasis – Abhishek Singh, Anjul Virmani
Phoenix – Not entering
St. Marys – Apologies
Viking – Deborah Vincent
Waverley – Craig Ford
Whitchurch – Scott Haddon, Sean Mallard
Chairmans Welcome
See separate sheet.
Tongham badminton club now not joining.
Horace mentioned the passing of Ruth Cairns and praised everything she did for the league. A silence was held in her memory.
Horace then thanked the committee for their work this year.
Jay was asked about checking the email addresses on the website, Jay stated that if people were happy to have their email addresses exposed then he would add them but also people could use a cover address. Horace then said that Sean should have access to the league secretary Gmail.
ACTION: Jay to check email addresses, particularly on website
Restricted tournament went well, but it was a bit slow so went over time so did not finish. Can’t book Everest anymore as they wouldn’t let us stay on to finish. Horace tried to book a hall to finish the tournament but had to luck. Harriett Costello would not reply. Horace suggested continuing the tournament next season. Horace also suggested holding the singles tournament along with the mixed and the mens and ladies on a separate day. There was a suggestion that we hold the tournament over two days to ensure we have enough time.
Horace then talked about the master’s league and that we have a full complement of teams and encouraged people to join but with no response.
Minutes of 2022 Meeting
Last year’s minutes read out and agreed.
Matters Arising
It was felt there was not enough encouragement of new/junior players, Phil Oxford was not present, so the status of the junior club is unknown.
Sandra completed moving of the bank account.
Match secretary report
See separate sheet.
David presented the league results. This was the first ‘proper’ year following covid, the mixed leagues were merged into one. The Ladies division only has small teams so something needs to be done to make it competitive.
The Mixed trophy is missing.
We only have trophies for the winners of the top league, we will try to get trophies for all divisions.
Trophies presented/to be presented for winners of leagues.
ACTION: Sean/Horace to get Basing Smashers added to mailing list.
Discussion about splitting mixed division into two as 9 teams are too many, but this would create a division of 5 and 4 which would be too small. Last year the team entry forms were in too late, so the season started later and made the arrangements difficult. Oasis then stated they would be entering a mixed team so it would be a division of 5 and 5 if no other teams drop out.
It was then discussed how long the season could potentially go on for. Some teams were ok with the end of May. It was felt that any more would be difficult as many players do something else during the summer.
It was also felt that there was not a good spread of matches with a lot of them after Christmas. This could have been because of the late entries and start. We need to ask for team entries this year by the end of August.
There was a suggestion that team entry forms should be sent out in June and filled in by the next AGM. 
ACTION: Sean to ask for email reply to indicate if any team changes from previous year. Not necessary this year as all teams present.
Start of the season probably third week of September.
Ladies format to be changed to play each team twice at home and away so four matches in total rather than two (if only four teams, not if more). Too few ladies’ teams so ladies don’t get enough matches.
There was a suggestion that we could play multiple matches on one night in the case of the ladies’ teams which would reduce the number of match nights required. This is something that will be considered.
Call out for a captain of the Aldershot and Camberley team (we were fourth last year). David filled in last year.
Website Matters
Website needs updating for HTTPS and there was a request that emails and numbers should only be seen if you are logged in. Also, a request for a working mobile version so teams can easily enter scores on the match day. There was a request to not have the snow on the website in winter.
There was a suggestion of sending reminder emails for entering scores. Jay said that he tried this, but some people found the email threatening.
ACTION: Committee to come up with some non-offensive wording for an email to request the scores are updated.
Horace asked if there was another administrator other than Jay for the website. Jay said that Kennan had volunteered to help maintain the website so he could be the second administrator which would leave Jay to do something else.
Suggestions for the type of trophy for Ruth Cairns to have something different to a shield. Andrea to source trophy.
Treasurer’s Report
See separate sheet.
Sandra presented the accounts. . There was a mistake on the original document and the registration fees should be £15 more and the tournament fees £15 less. The Metro bank account is now open and the old Barclays account closed. There were match fees from the Aldershot and Camberley team plus £210 donated by the clubs (Aldermaston, Beechdown, Challengers, Phoenix, St. Marys, Viking plus one individual who declined a refund of their entry fee at the tournament and donated their fee. Waverley also may contribute following their AGM). The trophy will be a shield and presented to the winners of the mixed restricted tournament. There was a request from Andrea Jefferies that it be something different to a shield, Horace asked Andrea if she would like to find something, and Andrea agreed.
ACTION: Andrea Jefferies to source a trophy
There was a loss on the tournaments of £39.16. This was because the mixed players were refunded as the tournament could not be completed within the hall time. Some players declined the refund as they had enjoyed the day and weren’t worried about the completion.
The engravings for 2019/20 and 2021/22 are not currently included.
Fees can be kept the same for the next year.
PROPOSAL: Horace proposed the fee agreement, Andrea seconded.
Tournaments and KO Cup
The tournament was really well supported, may need to restrict entries but reluctant to do so. KO cup did not go ahead. Discussion of whether to hold the KO cup next year. The idea of holding it over one weekend was discussed and seemed quite popular. There was a suggestion that a non-club based random pairing scheme could be used.
ACTION: A proposal of the format to be sent out for the KO cup. Questionnaire?
There was then a discussion of which venue to use. The venue needs to be flexible as regards to finishing time. Harriett Costello was a suggestion but there was difficulty contacting them. Craig knows the people involved so volunteered to contact them. Jay also offered to contact the vine school to see if they could be flexible on their finishing time.
ACTION: Craig Ford to try Costello school as a potential venue and Jay to contact The Vine school.
Presentation of Trophies
BH Pegasus have the open trophy. Max to get trophy to Stephen.
Presentation of trophies to winners of divisions, photos taken.
League Composition
Already covered previously.
Proposals from the Committee
There was a presentation of new league rules and correction of errors in the current handbook from Sean, David and Sandra.
It was pointed out that a flaw in the new rules is that there is no flexibility in moving players between teams if players leave/injured etc. The problem that the new rules were designed to fix won’t exist next season as BH Pegasus’s second team will be going down. The new rule will be discarded and discussed again in the future if the situation occurs again. Sandra suggested a good solution to help mitigate it from happening in the future would be to ensure that the A team matches finish before the B team matches.
ACTION: If two teams are in the same division then the A team should finish their matches before the B team.
The committee re-iterated that matches should only be re-arranged for non-availability of the venue or for bad weather. Games should only be conceded if there are fewer than two pairs.
PROPOSAL: Typo changes proposed, by Andrea, seconded by David Lowe
ACTION: Sean to update the handbook for typos and corrections
Election of Officers and Committee
PROPOSAL: Deborah Vincent proposed all committee positions, seconded by Andrea
PROPOSAL: Jay as tournament secretary
PROPOSAL: Kannan (Basing Smashers) as new website admin
PROPOSAL: Craig to join the committee, Deborah proposed, Rebecca Butterfield seconded all three above.
AOB
PROPOSAL: Horace proposed that Ruth Cairns be honorary vice president, Andrea also suggested Trevor Shanks as honorary vice-president.
Max Le Hen requested that next year the AGM be held on a different day to a Tuesday.
ACTION: Sean to ensure the AGM is held on a different day next year
Horace informed everyone that he may not stand for chairman next year so we may need a new chairman. Horace could then be our President!
List of Actions
ACTION: Jay to check email addresses, particularly on website
ACTION: Sean/Horace to get Basing Smashers added to mailing list.
ACTION: Sean to ask for email reply to indicate if any team changes from previous year. Not necessary this year as all teams present.
ACTION: Committee to come up with some non-offensive wording for an email to request the scores are updated.
ACTION: Andrea Jefferies to source a trophy
ACTION: A proposal of the format to be sent out for the KO cup. Questionnaire?
ACTION: Craig Ford to try Costello school as a potential venue and Jay to contact The Vine school.
ACTION: If two teams are in the same division then the A team should finish their matches before the B team.
ACTION: Sean to update the handbook for typos and corrections
ACTION: Sean to ensure the AGM is held on a different day next year


